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year, however, no topic received the 
“extremely hot” designation (unani-
mous agreement). But, of the four 
“very hot” topics—adolescent liter-
acy, comprehension, Response to In-
tervention, and core learning/literacy 
standards (those which at least 75% 
of respondents agree are receiving a 
great deal of attention), three topics 
were “very hot” in 2010 as well. Core 
learning/literacy standards is new to 
the list of the “very hot.”

Of the topics losing heat, four are 
of particular significance. Besides 
the early reading topics—phonemic 
awareness, phonics, and fluency—
literacy coaches/reading coaches 
is also slipping into cooler climes. 
Most of our respondents agreed that 
too much attention had been paid to 
these topics in the past. Also, literacy 
coaches were often funded with mon-
ies from the Reading First legislation 
of the Bush era. Our respondents did 
feel, however, that literacy coaches 
should be receiving attention.

Some topics with heat
Core learning/literacy standards 

was not only a new topic to the list 
this year, but also was considered 
“very hot.” Core learning describes 
what K–12 pupils in the United States 
should be achieving each year in 
English language arts, as well as lit-
eracy in history/social studies, sci-
ence, and technical subjects. Grade-
level standards for literacy include 
varied topics such as comprehension, 
creating texts, drama, fluency, listen-
ing, phonemic awareness, phonics, 
speaking, vocabulary, and writing.

As part of a state-led initiative 
to prepare America’s students for 
college and future careers, the Na-
tional Governors Association for Best 
Practices (NGA) and the Council of 
Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) 
in June 2010 released a set of English 
language arts standards called the 
Common Core State Standards. This 

What’s Hot What’s Not
Should 
Be Hot

Should Not
Be Hot

Adolescent literacy �� ��

Adult literacy (+) �� ��

Comprehension �� ��

Core learning/literacy standards (*) �� �

Critical reading and writing � ��

Curriculum-based assessment (–) � �

Differentiated instruction � ��

Disciplinary/content area literacy (*) � ���

Early intervention (–) � ��

English as a second language/English language learners (–) � ���

Fluency (–) �� �

High-stakes assessment (–) � ��

Informational/nonfiction texts � ���

Intertextuality/reading multiple texts (–) �� ��

Literacy coaches/reading coaches (–) � ��

Motivation/engagement �� ��

New literacies/digital literacies � ��

Phonemic awareness (–) �� ��

Phonics (–) �� ��

Political/policy influences on literacy � ��

Preschool literacy instruction/experiences (–) � ��

Professional development (inservice) � ��

Response to Intervention �� �

Scientific evidence-based reading research and instruction � �

Struggling/striving readers (grade 4 & above) (–) � ��

Teacher education for reading (preservice) � ��

Vocabulary/word meaning � ��

Writing � ���

Key: How to read the chart
� indicates that more than 50% of the number of respondents were in agreement (hot or not hot)
�� indicates that at least 75% of the respondents were in agreement (very hot or cold)
��� indicates that all the respondents were in agreement (extremely hot or extremely cold)
(+) indicates the topic was hotter for 2011 than 2010
(–) indicates the topic was less hot for 2011 than 2010
(*) indicates new topic for 2011

What’s Hot and What’s Not? 2011 ResultsWhat’s Hot
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 7


